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Medical history and risk of biliary tract cancers: a population — based case — control study LIU Enju?,
GAO Yutang', DENG Jie', et al

Abstract; Objective Little is known about the etiology of biliary tract cancer. In order to explore the possible risk factors for the cancer,
a population-based case-control study was conducted in urban Shanghai from June, 1997 to May, 2001. Methods A total of 664 cancer
cases and 894 pupulation controls were involved in this study. The cases were recruited through an established rapid reporting system and
supplemented by Shanghai Cancer Registry. Population controls were randomly selected from the Shanghai Residential Registry and fre-
quency matched to the expected age and sex distribution of the cases. All subjects were interviewed in person by trained interviewers by
use of structured questionnaire. Results Elevated risks of gallbladder cancer and extrahepatic bile duct cancer were observed with the
history of cholecystitis, the adjusted ORs were 2.2(95% CI=1.3~3.6) and 1.9(95% CI=1.0~3. 3), respectively. Slightly in-
creased risk of gallbladder cancer was associated with diabetes, the adjusted OR was 1.5(95% CI=0.9~2. 5); among non-gallstone
subjects the OR was 2.0(95% CI=0.9~4. 5). In addition, we found a three fold excess risk of extrahepatic bile duct cancer associated
with liver cirrhosis, the OR was 4.9(95% CI=1.2~19. 8) among non-gallstone subjects. Conclusion This study provided evidence
to support the hypothesis that inflammatory processes of gallbladder increase the risk of biliary tract cancers, it also suggested that dia-
betes and liver cirrhosis are potential risk factors for cancers of gallbladder and extrahepatic bile duct respectively.

Key words: Biliary tract cancers; Medical history; Case-control study
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